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 College Admissions Planning 
Calendar 

 Glossary of terms  
 Finding the right college  
 Evaluation of the application  
 Naviance 
 Q&A 

On Tonight’s Agenda… 



 Take the PSAT 
Visit College Fairs 
Attend College Representative visits to Ridge 
 Junior Parent Night 

Junior Year 



 Financial Aid Night:  December 8, 2011 
PSAT results distributed before the holidays 
 Junior Module – “Navigating the College 

Selection Process” 

Junior Year 



Continue the college search process 
 Senior year scheduling 
 Individual Junior Conferences 
Consider taking SAT-I / ACT (consult with your 

counselor)  

Junior Year 



Visit colleges 
Continue to refine your college list 

 
 

Break 

Junior Year 



AP tests 
Parent Night:  “The College Process for  
         LD Students”  
Admissions Panel Presentation  
Take the SAT-I / SAT-II / ACT 
Arrange for letters of recommendation 
Complete the Senior Packet (due June 1) 

Junior Year 



Continue visiting colleges 
Schedule college interviews (if necessary) 
Begin to finalize your list of colleges 
Create a Common Application account 
Update your Naviance account 
Brainstorm/draft essays 

Summer 



 The Application 
  

•  Transcript 
•  Grade Point Average (GPA) 
•  Common Application 
•  “VIP” Application (a.k.a. “Priority”    
  or “Preferred” Application) 

Glossary of Terms… 



Application Policies 
    

• Rolling Admissions (ROLL) 

• Early Decision Policy (ED) 

• Early Action/Early Notification Policy (EA) 

• Restricted/Single Choice Early Action (REA) 

• Regular Decision (RD) 

• Priority/Preferred 

• Open Admissions 
 

Glossary of Terms… 



Application Results 
  

•  Accepted 
•  Denied 
•  Deferred 
•  Wait listed 

Glossary of Terms… 



Financial Aid 
  

•Free Application for Federal  
  Student Aid (FAFSA) 

•  CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE 

Glossary of Terms… 



 Standardized Testing 
• American College Test (ACT) 
• Scholastic Assessment Tests 
 SAT-I:  Reasoning Test 

 SAT-II: Subject Tests 

• Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL) 

 

Glossary of Terms… 

A more detailed description of each 
Standardized Test can be found in a 
chart in your Parent Packet (“Guide 
to Standardized Tests”) 



Self-reflection    
Weigh the options 
Refine the list 

Finding the Right College 



Self-reflection 
 Interests/aptitudes 
Career goals 
Academic strengths and weaknesses 
GPA and SATs/ACTs 

 
 

 
 

Finding the Right College 



Weigh the options 
Majors desired 
States preferred 
Size and setting preferred 
Costs the family can meet  
Academic standards the student can 
   match 

 

Finding the Right College 



Refine the list 
Review available  
   materials from  
   colleges 
Visit different types 
   of campuses 

Finding the Right College 



Standardized 
Tests 

Evaluation of the Application 

Transcript Rigor of Available 
Curriculum 

 

Other 
Factors 

 

Special Skills 
and Talents 

Letters of 
Recommendation 

Personal 
Essay 

Recalculated 
GPA 

 

School 
Profile Data 

 

Standardized 
Tests 
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    Naviance is a secure, web-based resource that can 
assist your child in making post-secondary plans.  
The Naviance Family Connection makes college 
research easy to do from home. 

 
 

Naviance Family Connection: 
https://connection.naviance.com/ridge 

Naviance Family Connection 

https://connection.naviance.com/ridge

