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The Board of Education accepts its responsibility to provide from public funds sufficient supplies and 
equipment for an effective instructional program. The Board recognizes, however, that from time to time 
individuals or organizations in the community may wish to contribute additional supplies or equipment to 
enhance or extend the instructional program.  While the Board of Education appreciates the individuality of 
each of the schools, and understands that individuals or groups may desire to purchase supplies or equipment 
geared towards a particular school’s needs, the Board encourages donations to be directed to the following 
areas:  equipment, outdoor furniture, school and classroom libraries, technology hardware/software, 
assemblies and artists/authors residency programs that conform with district curriculum.   
 
The Board may accept by resolution duly passed at a public meeting any gift or grant of land, with or without 
improvement, and of money or other personal property, except that the Superintendent may accept on behalf 
of the Board any such gift less than $1,000 in value.  Community or school organizations, including the 
Bernards Township Education Foundation, the schools’ Parent Teacher Organizations and Booster Clubs, 
may not raise funds for the purpose of purchasing equipment, or making capital improvements, or providing 
curricular or extracurricular programs that have not been previously accepted by Board of Education 
resolution. 
 
The Board reserves the right to refuse to accept any gift that does not contribute toward the achievement of 
the goals of this District or any gift the ownership of which would tend to deplete the resources of the 
District or create physical or programmatic inequities between schools. The Board shall not provide public 
moneys for the purchase of any school real estate on a matching fund basis. 
 
Any gift accepted by the Board shall become the property of the Board, may not be returned without the 
approval of the Board, and shall be subject to the same controls and regulations as are other properties of the 
Board. The Board shall be responsible for the maintenance of any gift it accepts, subject to any joint 
agreement with another governmental body. 
 
The Board will respect the intent of the donor in its use of a gift, but reserves the right to utilize any gift it 
accepts in the best interests of the pupils and the educational program of the District. 
 
The Superintendent shall: 

1. Counsel potential donors on the appropriateness of contemplated gifts and encourage such donors 
to choose as gifts supplies or equipment not likely to be purchased with public funds; 

 
2. Encourage individuals and organizations considering a contribution to the schools to consult with 

the principal or Superintendent before appropriating funds to that end; 
 
3. Report to the Board all gifts that have been accepted on behalf of the Board; 
 
4. Acknowledge the receipt of any gift accepted by the Board; and 
 
5. Prepare fitting means for recognizing or memorializing gifts to the school District. 

 
N.J.S.A. 18A:20-4, 20-11 et seq.   Cross reference: Policy Guide No. 6160 
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